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Check out the new ARTlab at the U. of M.! 

 
The AAEM is delighted to announce that our 2013 AGM will take place 
at ARTlab, the multidisciplinary art and technology centre for both the 
School of Art and the Faculty of Music.  As the accompanying images 
show, ARTlab is a beautiful, state of the art facility for arts learning, and 
will make an exciting and appropriate setting for our AGM.   
 
The evening will include a performance by 
the wonderful young musicians of Sistema 
Winnipeg, Elwick Location led by 
Kristjanna Oleson and Barbra Hamilton, as 
well as a tour of the Artlab facility 
provided by our hosts.  And as always, the 
AGM is a chance to mingle with old and 
new friends -snacks and cash bar 
provided.  So please join and support of 
quality art education in Manitoba!  
 
That’s Thursday, May 23rd beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  ARTLAB! 

ARTS MATTER 
“The Official Newsletter of the Alliance for Arts Education in Manitoba”  

SPRING 2013 

The Alliance for Arts Education in Manitoba invites you to attend our 
  

2013 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY, MAY 23RD, 2013, 6:30 P.M. 
366 ARTlab 
School of Art 
University of Manitoba  
180 Dafoe Road (Fort Garry Campus) 
 

Experience and tour the amazing new arts education facilities of the ARTLAB! 
  

Enjoy a special performance by THE CHILDREN OF ELWICK SISTEMA! 
  

Mark your calendars – See you at the ARTlab! 

Dear Member, 

Please RSVP to Sylvie Cottee at 
scottee_AAEM@shaw.ca 
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
Joe Halas 
 
Greetings and Happy Spring!   
 
The present school year has been an 
unusual one for the AAEM, given that our 
major project for the year, the Creative 
Future Conference, took place virtually at 
the outset. While there were advantages 
to the timing of the conference, such as 
the high energy level and freshness to 
ideas that people brought early in the 
school year, and the opportunity they 
had to return to classrooms and programs with ideas and time to explore them in the months ahead, 
the timing also proved to be a great organizational challenge.   
 
In choosing to hold our event less than a month into the school year, our volunteer board and 
conference committee understood that it would require hard work through the preceding months, 
including July and August, and of course right up to and beyond the October dates of the 
conference.  I mention all of this because I am so truly impressed that a) we did it! And b) throughout 
the process our board demonstrated such a wonderful collective attitude and commitment. 
 
A detailed report on the Creative Future Conference appears elsewhere in this newsletter; for my 
Chair’s report, I would love to focus on some of the unsung contributions of our board and 
conference committee.  The AAEM is clearly about advocacy for the arts in education, and the 
creation of events to move these ideas forward, but beyond that, the lesson for me has been to see 
the AAEM as equally about the actions of generous people who care about the future of our 
province.  I am fortunate to serve on a board made up of members who give their time and energy 
freely and happily, simply because they know that arts education makes the world better. 
 
To convey a sense of why I feel as I do about our current board members, I offer the following brief 
summary of some individual contributions that made the Creative Future Conference possible: 
 
Jey Thibedeau-Silver: Jey handled some key components of the conference. In acting as our 
“keynote-care” person, Jey looked after all communication and duties related to Jann Arden and 
her management group.  And a decidely less glamorous but eminently important role, Jey crafted 
and supervised our conference budget, this an extension of her role as AAEM treasurer.  Jey handled 
this complex, often stressful task in her characteristically conscientious and graceful manner.  I 
cannot overstate how much Jey gave to ensure the success of the conference. 
 
Sarah Roche and Velvet Cadre were amazing in their roles of coordinating every aspect of the 
student and artist performances.  Sarah and Velvet did a wonderful job identifying, communicating 
with, and preparing and assisting our performers.  They ensured a seamless professional flow to both 
the evening and daytime main-stage programs, and made sure the backstage experience was 
positive and fun for all concerned.  Their work began the previous spring, extended through the 
summer months, and only intensified as October approached.  They encountered curve balls, but 
none that could ever dampen their enthusiasm! 
 
Sarah Roche also teamed up with Erin Hammond to plan and implement a creative, exciting, arts-
based learning and networking day for the 100 high-school arts student delegates in our Arts Student 
Leadership Program.  Sarah and Erin will reprise their roles in facilitating an AAEM sponsored “reunion” 
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forum with the student-leadership group this May at the University of Manitoba.   
 
Our brilliant veteran board members and arts educators from the U. of M., Francine Morin and Liz 
Coffman were also indispensable.  Francine and Liz worked on a sub-committee with me to 
coordinate and host the Creative Future panels.  Francine assembled two excellent presentations: 
Transformation and Arts Education: Ideas Worth Spreading and Learning, Teaching and Assessment 
in the Arts, and Liz explored a new direction for our group with Creating Wellness: A panel 
connecting the arts, education, and health. Serving with knowledgeable, creative, reliable, and well-
connected committee members? Priceless. 
 
Profiling Visual Arts at the conference, Karen Geist-McNeill coordinated the MB Association for Art 
Education (MAAE) sponsored student art show.  If one considers the question of what it takes to 
achieve a wonderful and varied display of student art work in the beginning of October, the answer 
is amazingness. Thanks also to Cathy Woods from the MAAE board for her thoughtful hard work in 
helping install the display. 
 
Leanna Loewen and Marie-Claude McDonald have both done much to build new connections 
between the AAEM and the Francophone community in Manitoba, particularly around the 
development and launch of our French DVD; for the conference, both continued to support our 
ongoing communication assuring substantial inclusion of French arts students, teachers and 
community members. 
 
The conference was an expression of each and every one of our board members, including the 
committee members named above as well as Eric Marshall, Barb Warrick, Danya Jaworsky and 
Donna Mills.  Each has gone beyond their regular board duties to roll up their sleeves and assume 
active roles in ensuring a successful event for the community and for arts education in Manitoba. 
 
And finally, a word about our AAEM coordinator Sylvie Cottee:  For the conference, Sylvie looked 
after everything to do with registration, communication (including graphic design, printing, calling 
and emailing everyone in the world), food and refreshments, and general “administrivia” and 
trouble-shooting of every description. All, I might add, executed with gentle and unrelenting good 
humour!  That’s Sylvie. 
 
I feel very fortunate to serve as chair for such a passionate and action-oriented group.  For those 
among you in our larger membership who might consider a future role on the AAEM board, my 
intention is not to scare you away with an accounting of all the hard work!  Rather, I hope to 
emphasize how rewarding it is to collaborate with others around a shared passion.  Everyone named 
above understands that advancing quality arts education, as a critical component of an educated 
healthy and creative society, has never been more important in Manitoba than it is today. 
 

Arts Education Steering Committee Update:  
Highlights of the MB Education Report and Discussion of New Report Card 
Joe Halas 
 
As the AAEM representative on the MB Arts Education Steering Committee, I am pleased to proved 
highlights from the province’s January report on Arts Education in our province, as well as some 
discussion points from our meeting that concern the new provincial report card. 
 
Highlights form the Manitoba Education Report: 

 New Grades 9-12 Arts Curriculum Frameworks will be posted online for voluntary implementation 
in the 2013-14 school year.  The frameworks in Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts will guide the 
development of a wide range of arts courses, providing Manitoba schools with the possibility of 
offering up to 32 different arts credits over grades 9-12.  In addition, schools may continue to 
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develop School Initiated Course (SICs) in the arts for courses that are substantially different from 
the approved list.  Finally, learning resource reviews are scheduled to identify resources to 
support implementation of the new frameworks. 
 

 The Manitoba Arts Education Website has had a makeover and now also includes “Pictures of 
Practice,” basically a series of slideshows that provide implementation ideas and exemplars for 
K-8 Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts; these have been developed in Manitoba schools and 
in both English and French.  See the following links: 
 
English: edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/arts/index.html 
Programme français: edu.gov.mb.ca/m12/progetu/arts/fl1/index.html 
Programme d’immersion français:  edu.gov.mb.ca/m12/progetu/arts/fl2/index.html 
 

 A new K-8 Video Dance Glossary has been created as a support for Dance implementation and 
will be posted online in the near future.  A DVD version will also be available by request. 
 

 The province has discontinued the Youth and Performing Arts Travel Grant (YPAT). The grant was 
established in 2006 to provide schools with funding to support student travel to arts events as an 
enhancement to arts programming and to increase accessibility for rural and remote schools.  
This funding is no longer available as of the current school year. 
 

 The following other initiatives continue to receive support:  
 Manitoba Music Month grants and performances at the Legislature throughout April 
 Ongoing course development in the Visual Arts Independent Study Option, 
 Work on Arts Across the Curriculum aiming to connect the arts to Kindergarten Support 

Document, First Nations Integrated Curriculum projects, and for Newcomers to Manitoba 
 In-servicing on curriculum frameworks, the arts and the new report card, and on 

implementation resources for K-8 (ongoing and by request in in French and English) 
 

On the new Provincial Report Card and the Arts: 
The Arts Education Steering Committee meeting involved some intensive discussion around the new 
provincial report card and, in particular, the province’s approach to arts reporting and its potential 
impact.  For example, while there are four distinct arts subjects represented by distinct Manitoba 
curricula for Kindergarten to grade 6, the report card only allows schools at these levels to report fully 
on a maximum of two.  The province provides schools with some limited options in how this rule can 
be applied; for example, in some of the piloting School Divisions, only Music and Visual Arts appear in 
the document, with Dance and Drama being necessarily omitted.  Alternatively, at least one piloting 
Division has opted to report fully on only Music, while using a “multi-arts” reporting box to provide 
limited and optional information on Dance, Drama, and Visual Arts. However schools interpret the 
rules around arts reporting, full, equal, and categorical reporting for Dance, Drama, Music, and Visual 
Arts are not an option for K-6 schools on this report card.   
 
While there has apparently been positive public feedback to the way in which most other subjects 
and learning behaviours are reported in the new “parent-friendly” report card, there was unanimous 
concern among the members and representative groups that comprise the Steering Committee 
about the Arts Education section, and including about the way in which it conveys limited 
expectations of what K-6 schools implement in the arts, expectations that are at odds with the vision 
of broad and comprehensive arts education for all students that has been clearly expressed in the 
Manitoba arts curriculum and foundation documents. 
 
Given that the provincial report card will be mandatory for all Manitoba schools in the 2012-13 school 
year, we at the AAEM will pay very close attention to how the document impacts Arts Education 
implementation and assessment, as well as the public’s perception of arts programming.  We would 
love to hear from you, our members, about your thoughts and experiences as this influential new 
document becomes mandated throughout Manitoba.   
 
Please send your thoughts about the report card to aaem.reportcard.gmail.com. 
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October 2012 Creative Future Conference a Great Success 
 
On the evening of October 1st, 2012, teachers, artists, 
parents and students gathered at the Centennial 
Concert Hall for the launch of another Alliance 
conference, The Creative Future - A CELEBRATION OF 
ARTS AND LEARNING for teachers, youth, and leaders 
in the arts and education. Hosted by hip hop artist 
and host of Scene on CBC radio, Ismaila Alfa, the 
evening included a wonderful performance by Keith 
and Renee, and amazing student performers from Tec 
Voc High School dance  
and Manitoba’s own recent winners of Canada’s Got 
Talent, Sagkeeng’s Finest! 
 

The conference keynote presentation featured acclaimed recording artist, 
author and activist, Jann Arden.  Ms Arden shared her unique insights 
regarding the value of the arts and creativity in education and spoke very 
personally about the school experiences that influenced her.  She had us 
laughing and pondering the “incremental moments” that led her to where 
she is today. 

She spoke about 
her dreams as a 
child to be a 
teacher, not a 
musician.  Although 
her grade one 
teacher was 
convinced that she 
was “learning 
impaired” and 
assured her parents 
that “she wouldn’t 
amount to anything,” it was her grade two teacher that inspired her  

“ with that simple act of kindness, and interest and empathy and a real passion for what we wanted 
to become.  And when you show somebody that, you open a world for them that is beyond 
anything you can possibly imagine…  It’s really what music has been for me all these years... Mrs. 
Hurst instilled in us a real kindness towards us …and a desire to learn…because she liked us.  What a 
simple concept….It was in her class that I heard my first poem…something profoundly stuck with me 
that afternoon; the rhythms, the words and my 
fascination with words began that very day.  And you 
think that things aren’t impactful for children who are 
six or seven years old, but I can’t think of a more 
important time for children to have a spark lit…I 
wanted to be like her.  I wanted to emulate her.  I knew 
I wanted to be like her.  When you are looking at 
someone who is mentoring and inspiring you that’s 
what it is all about.”   
 
On October 2nd from 9:00 – 3:30, the Concert Hall was 
transformed into a centre for learning as teachers, 
school leaders, students, and community members 
converged to develop, create and share ideas.  
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Delegates choose from panels and focus sessions organized around topics such as Arts and 
Sustainability, the Arts, Creativity and the Economy, the Arts, Health and Wellness, and the Arts and 
Community. 
A component of the conference was the University of Manitoba and the Council of School Leaders 
who joined together to provide a COSL Leadership Certificate Course for educational leaders.  
 
Student Leadership Component 

The student 
leadership 
component of the 
conference is always 
a wonderful 
opportunity for youth 
who are passionate 
about their own arts 
education to interact, 
confer, reflect and 

express to the larger community their ideas about the value of their learning and their vision for a 
future we all can embrace.  Thanks to a grant from the Manitoba Centennial Centre Corporation, 
and with organizational assistance from the Manitoba Association for Art Education, the Manitoba 
Music Educators’ Association, and Manitoba Dance and Drama educators, 100 senior high students 
were identified and invited to attend the keynote evening and participate in conference day 
sessions, free of charge.   
The incredibly moving and touching ideas explored by the students through their physical imagery 
and powerfully written words of the morning was inspiration for some art making!  The students 
formed groups and collaborated with music, 
theatre, dance and visual art to express their ideas 
of the importance of art in education and society.  
The room was electric with creative energy and 
one couldn't help but have goose bumps as each 
group presented their authentic work.  The 
students had the opportunity to share their 
creations with all of the guests at the conference 
later that afternoon.  A group of students who 
were mostly strangers at 9:00 am, shared the stage 
with confidence and friendship, showing fine examples of the strong, passionate artists that are 
leading the way for our youth today. 
 
 

Responses from participants in the Conference Youth Program 
“A connected, social experience that embodied art with 
passion and perseverance. A look at incredible talent, 
reigned together in unity and common themes of finding 
dreams.” 
“New friends, new understanding of art, new ways to 
express myself, new ways to look at life” 
“A motivation to strive more in pursuing my career and to 
fulfill it with passion and confidence” 
“Society Needs art to...communicate...to support 
acceptance of yourself and others...it helps people find 
who they are, it brings something to the world that is almost 
indescribable...” 

These are just a few of the comments from the one hundred high school students that attended the 
youth portion of The Creative Future Conference. Students from across the province came together 
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to participate in a day of reflection and action facilitated by Erin Hammond and Sarah Roche with 
the help of Marie-Claude MacDonald.  Some of the ideas students were asked to explore and 
express were:  what is art?, why is art important in society?, wants/hopes/ wishes, 'the zone', benefits 
of art. Students were given some skills in image theatre to explore some of the struggles of being an 
artist as well as their dreams of their future.  

Art Work Produced in Art City’s Collage Centre 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Events 
 

The University of Manitoba invites you to attend a critical discussion about the importance of the arts 
as the foundation of a Vibrant Community:  The Arts: Foundation of a Vibrant Community 
 
Music, creative artworks, film, theatre and dance are often seen as the softer side of life.  Join our 
panelists for a critical discussion about the importance of the arts in society. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2013 
ROBERT B. SCHULTZ THEATRE  
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, FORT GARRY CAMPUS  
RECEPTION IN GALLERIA – 6:30 PM TO 7:00 PM  
PANEL DISCUSSION – 7:00 PM TO 8:30 PM 
Featured speakers:  
Jeff Melanson (Alumnus) - President, The Banff Centre 
Edmund Dawe – Dean, Marcel A. Desautels Faculty of Music  
Paul Hess – Director, School of Art  
George Toles – Professor, English, Film and Theatre, Faculty of Arts  
Francine Morin – Head and Professor, Curriculum & Teaching, Faculty of Education 

Exciting Summer Courses in Arts Education 
Summer Session 2013 - University of Manitoba: 
 EDUB 1840/EDUB 5220 Recent Developments in CTL 1: Pedagogy for a Changing World: Process 
Drama in the 21st Century Classroom (3) May 7 – June 13, 2013, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Instructor: Pauline Broderick 
 EDUB 1840/EDUB 5220 Recent Developments in CTL 1: Creative Thinking and Planning for Teachers 
(3)  May 6 – June 17, 2013, Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Instructor: Liz Coffman 
 EDUB 1840/EDUB 5220 Recent Developments in CTL 1: Aboriginal Music in the K-8 Classroom (3) May 
7 - June 18, 2013, Tuesdays & Thursday, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Instructors:  Winston Wuttunee & Robert-
Falcon Ouellette 
 EDUB  5012 Video Art, Culture and Education (3)- April 17- June 26, 2013, Wednesdays, 5:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  Instructor: Joanna Black 
 EDUB 5220/EDUB 7340 Recent Developments in Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences: Choral 
Conducting Intensive -July 18 to July 24, 2013, 7 Consecutive Days, plus concert performances TBA; 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm., plus concert performances TBA Instructors: Elroy Friesen & Catherine Robbins 

SAVE THE DATE 
Canadian Network for Arts and Learning Founders’ Conference 
October 23-25, 2013 
Queen’s University, Kingston Ontario - Hosted by the Faculty of Education and the UNESCO Chair in 
Arts and Learning.  Founding members of CNAL/RCAA will have an opportunity to share their 
research and best practices, to debate key issues in arts and learning, to honour a distinguished 
leader in the field, and to contribute to the future development of the Network. 
“The Artistic Edge: 7 Skills Children Need to Succeed in an Increasingly Right Brain World,”  This 
appeared on the ARTSblog, a program of Americans for the Arts. 
 
Top 10 skills children learn from the arts  
Posted by Valerie Strauss on January 22, 2013 at 4:00 am (By Katherine Frey/The Washington Post) 

You don’t find school reformers talking much about how we need to train more teachers in the arts, 
given the current obsession with science, math, technology and engineering (STEM), but here’s a list 
of skills that young people learn from studying the arts. They serve as a reminder that the arts — while 
important to study for their intrinsic value — also promote skills seen as important in academic and life 
success. (That’s why some people talk about changing the current national emphasis on STEM to 
STEAM.) This was written by Lisa Phillips is an author, blog journalist, arts and leadership educator, 
speaker and business owner. To learn about Lisa’s book, “The Artistic Edge: 7 Skills Children Need to 
Succeed in an Increasingly Right Brain World.”  This appeared on the ARTSblog, a program of 
Americans for the Arts.  -  By Lisa Phillips 
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1. Creativity – Being able to think on your feet, approach tasks from different perspectives and think 
‘outside of the box’ will distinguish your child from others. In an arts program, your child will be asked 
to recite a monologue in 6 different ways, create a painting that represents a memory, or compose 
a new rhythm to enhance a piece of music. If children have practice thinking creatively, it will come 
naturally to them now and in their future career. 
2. Confidence – The skills developed through theater, not only train you how to convincingly deliver a 
message, but also build the confidence you need to take command of the stage. Theater training 
gives children practice stepping out of their comfort zone and allows them to make mistakes and 
learn from them in rehearsal. This process gives children the confidence to perform in front of large 
audiences. 
3. Problem Solving – Artistic creations are born through the solving of problems. How do I turn this clay 
into a sculpture? How do I portray a particular emotion through dance? How will my character react 
in this situation? Without even realizing it kids that participate in the arts are consistently being 
challenged to solve problems. All this practice problem solving develops children’s skills in reasoning 
and understanding. This will help develop important problem-solving skills necessary for success in any 
career. 
4. Perseverance – When a child picks up a violin for the first time, she/he knows that playing Bach 
right away is not an option; however, when that child practices, learns the skills and techniques and 
doesn’t give up, that Bach concerto is that much closer. In an increasingly competitive world, where 
people are being asked to continually develop new skills, perseverance is essential to achieving 
success. 
5. Focus – The ability to focus is a key skill developed through ensemble work. Keeping a balance 
between listening and contributing involves a great deal of concentration and focus. It requires 
each participant to not only think about their role, but how their role contributes to the big picture of 
what is being created. Recent research has shown that participation in the arts improves children’s 
abilities to concentrate and focus in other aspects of their lives. 
6. Non-Verbal Communication – Through experiences in theater and dance education, children 
learn to breakdown the mechanics of body language. They experience different ways of moving 
and how those movements communicate different emotions. They are then coached in 
performance skills to ensure they are portraying their character effectively to the audience. 
7. Receiving Constructive Feedback – Receiving constructive feedback about a performance or 
visual art piece is a regular part of any arts instruction. Children learn that feedback is part of learning 
and it is not something to be offended by or to be taken personally. It is something helpful. The goal is 
the improvement of skills and evaluation is incorporated at every step of the process. Each arts 
discipline has built in parameters to ensure that critique is a valuable experience and greatly 
contributes to the success of the final piece. 
8. Collaboration – Most arts disciplines are collaborative in nature. Through the arts, children practice 
working together, sharing responsibility, and compromising with others to accomplish a common 
goal. When a child has a part to play in a music ensemble, or a theater or dance production, they 
begin to understand that their contribution is necessary for the success of the group. Through these 
experiences children gain confidence and start to learn that their contributions have value even if 
they don’t have the biggest role. 
9. Dedication – When kids get to practice following through with artistic endeavors that result in a 
finished product or performance, they learn to associate dedication with a feeling of 
accomplishment. They practice developing healthy work habits of being on time for rehearsals and 
performances, respecting the contributions of others, and putting effort into the success of the final 
piece. In the performing arts, the reward for dedication is the warm feeling of an audience’s 
applause that comes rushing over you, making all your efforts worthwhile. 
10. Accountability – When children practice creating something collaboratively they get used to the 
idea that their actions affect other people. They learn that when they are not prepared or on-time, 
that other people suffer. Through the arts, children also learn that it is important to admit that you 
made a mistake and take responsibility for it. Because mistakes are a regular part of the process of 
learning in the arts, children begin to see that mistakes happen. We acknowledge them, learn from 
them and move on. 
Lisa Phillips is an author, blog journalist, arts and leadership educator, speaker and business owner.   


